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TAGS: PFOR, TH, PINS 

SUBJECT: THANOM'S RETURN 

REF: A. BANGKOK 20066; B. BANGKOK 20104 

1. NO QUESTIONS PERTAINING THANOM'S RETURN WERE RAISED 
DURING DECEMBER 27 NOON PRESS BRIEFING. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE QS AND AS PREPARED FOR PRESS BRIEFING 

AND SUBSEQUENTLY USED AS BACKGROUND FOR INQUIRIES DIRECTED 
TO EA/P BY INDIVIDUAL MEDIA AGENCIES. 

3. Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM WIRE SERVICE REPORTS THAT FORMER 
THAI PRIME MINISTER THANOM HAS RETURNED TO THAILAND? 

A: WE HAVE SEEN THE THAI GOVERNMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
THANOM AND SOME OF HIS FAMILY ARRIVED IN BANGKOK EARLY 
THIS MORNING. 
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Q: SINCE THANOM HAS BEEN RESIDING IN BOSTON SINCE HE WAS 
THROWN OUT LAST YEAR, COULD NOT THE USG HAVE PREVENTED HIM 
FROM LEAVING? 

A: THANOM CAME TO THE US WITH VALID TRAVEL DOCUMENTS, 

INCLUDING A VALID VISITOR S VISA. HE IS FREE TO TRAVEL 
AS HE WISHES. WE HAD NO BASIS FOR RESTRAINING HIS MOVE- 
MENTS. 

Q: HAS HE BEEN ARRESTED BY THE THAI GOVERNMENT? 

A: THE THAI GOVERNMENT A FEW HOURS AGO ORDERED THE 
ARREST OF THANOM. 

Q: WHAT IMPLICATIONS FOR THE STABILITY OF THAILAND DO 
YOU SEE IN THANOM’S RETURN? 

A: THIS IS A MATTER CONCERNING THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF THAILAND ON WHICH I WOULD NOT CARE TO COMMENT OR 
SPECULATE. 

Q: HOW WAS THANOM ABLE TO STAY SO LONG IN THE US? 

A: HE RECEIVED EXTENSIONS PERMITTING HIM TO REMAIN FOR 
ADDITIONAL PERIODS. 

Q: CAN HE RETURN TO THE US? 

A: YES, ASSUMING HIS TRAVEL DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. 

Q: DID WE KNOW THAT THANOM LEFT THE US TO RETURN TO 
THAILAND? 

A: WE HAD NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF MARSHAL THANOM'S 
DEPARTURE FROM THE US. BROWN 
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